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fha following report furnishes information on the strength of the Movimiento 
Naclonalista Revolucionurio (MNR) in the Bolivian national legislature. 


The MNR has two avowed nembers In the Chamber of Deputies, Auguste 
Fernandez and Edgar Nunez Vela. In addition, mine labor leader Juan 
Tachin, of the Federacion Sindical de Trabadjadores Mineros de Bolivia 
(FSTMB), is a Senator, Jechin makes no public admission of MNR membership 
yut it is reported that Iechin's name is on the MNR rolls, and he is said 
to be in communication with the exiled MNR chief, Victor Paz Estenssore. 


Lechin's first lieutenant, Mario Torres, is a Deputy. Torres!’ monbership 
status in the MNE is much the same as that of Lechin. Torres has also been 
listed as a member of the Partide Obrere Revolucionario (POR).. 


The POR, a mine labor party of Trotskyite tendencies, works very closely 
with the MNR, The following members of the POR were elected in January 
1917 to the Chamber of Deputies: Guillermo Lora, Ismael Perez Alcala, 

Anibal Vargas, Adan Rojas, Humberto Salamanca, and Alberto Costa de la 


' Torre, Since bis election, Costa has switched over to the government 
Partido de la Union Socialite Republicana (PUSR), and tha FOR has announced 


the expulsion of Salamanca, 


Another party which often ceoperates with the MNR is the Falange Socialista 
Bolivlana, which has no Senators but tam Deputies, Oscar Unaaga de la Vegat, 
the party chief, and Benjamin Fernandes. The Falange, which receives moral 
support from members of the Jesuit Order, is growing in aad anong the 
youth of some localitien, especially Cochabamba. 


Wational elections were scheduled for Way for Senatore and Deputies in cas- 
tain departments and provinces which have been designated by lot. Source 
reports that it has been stated several times in the MNF nigh comand in 
La Paz that if the MNR sriumphs in the Department of In Paz, it plans to 
seize the government shortly after the elections, since popular suppor. of | 
the party in La Paz will. then be clear, 


~SeTHIGLTON ae Ta ee 


da ee [a eee (Ge 


oY 61978 from the 
al Intelligence to the 


the United States. Apr 77 


“DA REG. 77/1763 
eleage 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82- 2088 OEM AE 
ne 


